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ROCK
-
Elders

fro~
,Black

M
esa,Diablo

Canyon,and
Bodaway/Gap

stood
in
the

rainW
ecll1esday

at
VeteransPark,

ignoring
the

lightning
flashingaround

them
,as

attorney
Jam

es
,W
,Zion

a11110Uncedalawsuitbeing
filed

on
.theirbehalf

to
seek

accountingof
Navajo

Rehabilitation
Trust,

Fund
m
onies.

'
,
TheForgotten

People
-
a
grassroots

grOl!1pm
ade

up
of

..'form
er
Bennett

Freeze
residents

-
and

12
individualvictim

s
ofthe

Navajo-Hopi
Land

D
ispute.filed

a
civilcom

plaint
,

against.the
Navajo-Hopi

Land
Com

m
ission,

the
Land

Com
-

m
ission

Office,Executive
Director

Rom
an
Bitsuie.jhe

Nava-
;
jo
Nation

and
unnam

ed
individuals,

seeking
an
accounting

of
allfunds

and
m
onies

setaside
f6rvictim

s
ofthe

land
dispute.

i.'"
.Zion,a

form
er
attorney

with'the
Navajo

Nation,hasbeen
,i"

'
:'around

the
Navajo-Hopi

Land
Dispute

since
1981

when
he

,
plannedthe

m
arches

in
Keam

s
Canyon.

"',.!e<
Ashe

drove
from

Albuquerque
to
W
indow

Rock
W
ednes-

day
m
orning,

he
said,"Iwas

thinking
aboutRena

Babbitt
["".'

Lane,"
allelderly

Black
M
esa

residentand
resisterliving

on
HopiPartitioned

Land."The
question

thatlawyers
getthatwe

getrealtired
ofis,'W

ould
you

represent'som
eone

you
knew

was
guilty?'and

the
answer

is
'Yes.'

"Ithought
ofRena.Rena

did
it!She

cutthe
barbed-wire

fence,"
he
said,and

was
arrested

by
Hopi

Rangers."Ithink
of

Renaand
herwire

cutters,and
Ithink

ofthe
Forgotten

People
.1,

'"
m
aybe

wire
cutters

should
be
the

sym
bol

oftheForgotten'
People."
,

He
said-they

used
wire

cutters
to
setlegalprecedent"by

,establishing
the

right'of
acitizen

group
to
getinto

theNavajo
Nation

courts
t~
challenge

stupid
governm

ent
action."

The.problem
has

been
how

a
sm
allcom

m
unity

group
can

.
use,litigation

to
m
ake

a
difference,he

said."W
e
could

suppos-
edlygo

aiterthe
Secretary

ofthe
Interior,

butwe
don'thave

the
m
oney.W

e
don't

have
the
power.You're

seeing
what's

'.'
.happening

'tothe
Cobelilawsuit

-
a
lotoftim

e,alotofener-
"
'gy',a.lotofnothing,

'
."W

hat
we're

going-to
do
is,we're

going
to
go
afterallthe

'I'

"\'

1.·
t'"

,:":t:,,
'

•
"

,
m
oney

thatwassupposed
to
com

e
down

from
the

Secretary
ofthe

Interiorforthe
benefit

oftheForgotten
Peqple.'

Zion
said.there

issupposed
to
be
revenue

com
ing

in
from

the
Navajo

Nation's
Paragon

Ranch,the
Navajo-Hopi

Com
-

pact,and
possibly

other
sources

forthe
benefit

ofthe
people.

The
Navajo

Rehabilitation
T11.1stFund

was
established

by
Congress

in
1974

forim
provem

ent
ofthe

econom
ic,

educa-.
tionaland

socialcondition
offam

ilies
and

Navajo
com

m
uni-

ties
affected

by
the
division

ofthe
form

erNavajo-Hopi
Joint

Use
Area,including

relocateesand
those

victim
ized

by
the

,BennettFreeze.
.

,
"'M
aybe

we'llactually
find

outwhathappened
to
the

m
oney

thatwascollected
forfeesduring

the
Bennett

Freeze
period

thatwassupposed
to
be
divided

between
theNavajo

Tribe
and

th~HopiTribe,"
he
said.

\
.

The
com

plaintfiled
is
fl11accounting

lawsuit,
according

to
·Zion.

,
itbasically

says,"OK,
som

ebody
held

the'Forgotten
Peo-

ple'sm
oney

illtrustforthe
Forgotten

People.W
here

isit?
W
hathappened

to
it?W

ho
spentit?W

hat
did

you
spend

it
on?

How
m
uch

isthere?
How,m

uch
isleft?

How
m
uch

do
you

projectthat
there

is
going

to'be
in
the

future?"
he
said.

"It's
abouttim

e
thatwe

gotsom
e
answers

to
those

questions."
,
Don

Yellowm
an,president

ofForgotten
People,

said
thatin

the
years

hehasbeen
involved

with
the

group,the
burning

question
hasbeen:W

here
isthe

m
oney?

.
,'~.r.haveyetto

seean
officialfrom

W
indow

Rock
com

e
to

the
western

Navajo
Nation

and
give

usan
update

ofwhat's
·occurring

and
allow

the
public

to
ask

questions
aboutsom

e.of
·theconcerns

and
som

e
ofthe

questions
they

m
ay
have

about
this

funding
thathas

been
talked

aboutforyears."
.

As
Forgotten

People,
he
said,they

have
been

dealing
with

.
issues

such
asuranium

-contam
inated

water
in
Black

Falls
and

advocating
forwater

in
the

HopiPartitioned
Land

area.
Residents

ofthe
form

er
BennettFreeze

area
have

lived
in

substandard
hom

esfor
m
ore

than
40
years."To

this
day

there
are
people

living
in
hom

es
thatarebarely

m
ended

together
with

baling
wire,cardboard,

tarps
and

whatever
they

can
sal-

vage,"
Yellowm

an
said.

They
wantto

see
the

m
oney

thatwas
supposed

to
go
to.

I
build

them
newhom

es,
"W
e
wantto

develop
a
program

to
rebuild.Y/e

feelit's
tim
e
to
rebuild.How

long
do
we
need

to
wait?

W
e're

tired
ofwaiting."

.
"
."W

e're
notasking

forluxury
things

-
justbasic

necessi-
ties

that-allhum
an
beings

have
arightto

have
access

to,"
he

said.
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